[Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and infection].
Patients with COPD are exposed to many infections of the lower respiratory tract. The evolution of their disease is characterized by an increasing number of episodes of exacerbation associated with a worsening dyspnea and an increase of the sputum volume and purulence. Fifty to 80% of these episodes are due to bacterial or viral agents which have an impact on the frequency of exacerbations, and on the pulmonary functions. In addition to smoking cessation, preventive measures to consider according to the clinical situation include vaccinations against influenza and invasive pneumococcal infections, and the use of corticosteroids combined with bronchodilatators. Beta-lactams constitute the antibiotics of choice for the treatment of exacerbations due to infections.